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A portable EV charger lives in your trunk or frunk and lets you top up wherever there's an outlet — a friend's garage, 

a rental cabin, a job site, a hotel maintenance plug. Plugged into a standard 120-volt outlet it adds 3–5 miles of range 

per hour; swap in a 240-volt adapter (NEMA 6-20, 14-30, 14-50) and the same unit adds 15–30. This guide compares 

the five portable chargers our research indicates are recommended most often by independent reviewers and EV owner 

communities in 2026, with a practical buying framework you can apply to any model.

How to pick a portable charger in 60 seconds

1. Inventory the outlets you'll actually meet. A 120 V NEMA 5-15 (standard wall outlet) is everywhere but slow. A 240 

V NEMA 14-50 (RV / range plug) is common at campgrounds and in newer garages. A 6-20 or 14-30 dryer plug sits in 

between. Pick a unit whose included adapter set matches the outlets you'll see most.

2. Match amps to the smallest breaker you'll plug into. Most portables top out at 32 A or 40 A on a 50 A breaker. If 

you plan to use 30 A RV pedestals or older dryer circuits, look for a unit with adjustable amperage so it won't trip the 

breaker.

3. Cable length and temperature rating matter on the road. 20+ ft of cable means you can park further from the outlet. 

Look for an operating range that covers your coldest expected use (most quality units handle �22 °F to +122 °F).

4. Never run a portable through a household extension cord. The factory cable is rated for 32–40 A continuous; a 

typical hardware-store extension cord is not. Use a properly rated NEMA outlet splitter or a longer factory unit instead.

5. Decide whether it replaces a wall charger. A 40 A portable on a 50 A NEMA 14-50 charges almost as fast as a 

wall-mounted Level 2 unit. Many owners skip the wall install entirely and just leave the portable plugged in at home.

Outlet finder: what you'll get from each plug

OUTLET VOLTS TYP. AMPS MI / HR WHERE

NEMA 5-15 120 V 12 A 3–5 Standard wall outlet — anywhere

NEMA 5-20 120 V 16 A 5–7 Garages, workshops

NEMA 6-20 240 V 16 A 12–15 Some garages, light commercial

NEMA 14-30 240 V 24 A 18–22 Modern dryer outlet

NEMA 14-50 240 V 40 A 28–32 Range plug, RV park pedestals

Miles/hour assume a mid-size EV at ~3.5 mi/kWh; 80% continuous-load de-rating included.

The 2026 shortlist

EV Digest does not endorse or recommend any product. The list below reflects models most frequently cited by independent 

reviewers, certified electrician forums, and EV owner communities tracked by our editorial team.

Prices shown are manufacturer MSRP at time of publication (June 2026). Retail prices on Amazon, Tesla, and other sellers change frequently and may 
be higher or lower.
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Tesla Mobile Connector (Gen 2) MSRP ~$300
MAX CURRENT
Up to 32 A (7.7 kW) with NEMA 14-50

CONNECTOR
NACS (Tesla)

CABLE
20 ft

WARRANTY
4 years

SMART FEATURES
None (status LEDs); pairs with the Tesla app via the car

Best for: Tesla owners who want OEM build quality and a clean, single-cable kit.
Ships with NEMA 5-15 (120 V) and NEMA 14-50 (240 V) adapters. Additional adapters sold separately. Charges non-Tesla EVs 
only via a third-party J1772-to-NACS adapter.

Available at shop.tesla.com

Lectron 240 V / 40 A Portable Level 2 MSRP ~$229
MAX CURRENT
Up to 40 A (9.6 kW)

CONNECTOR
J1772

CABLE
21 ft

WARRANTY
1 year

SMART FEATURES
None (LCD display, no Wi-Fi)

Best for: Drivers who want the cheapest credible 40 A portable for a NEMA 14-50 outlet.
ETL listed (UL 2594 / UL 2231). Includes 14-50 plug; adjustable amperage selector. Best-selling third-party portable on Amazon 
in 2025–2026.

Available on Amazon

LEFANEV 40 A Portable Level 2 (25 ft) MSRP ~$209
MAX CURRENT
Up to 40 A (9.6 kW)

CONNECTOR
J1772

CABLE
25 ft

WARRANTY
1 year

SMART FEATURES
None (LCD display)

Best for: Long-cable budget pick for households that need extra reach from the outlet to the parking spot.
ETL-listed components, NEMA 14-50 plug, 25 ft cord — among the longest portable cables in this class. Filled the slot vacated by 
MUSTART's 40 A 25 ft unit, which was delisted from Amazon in 2026.

Available on Amazon

Splitvolt Adjustable Portable (40 A) MSRP ~$249
MAX CURRENT
16 / 24 / 32 / 40 A selectable (9.6 kW max)

CONNECTOR
J1772

CABLE
20 ft

WARRANTY
2 years

SMART FEATURES
None (LCD), pairs with Splitvolt outlet splitter ecosystem

Best for: Households who want to share an existing dryer outlet between an appliance and the EV.
Designed around Splitvolt's NEMA splitter line, which automatically prevents simultaneous draw. NEMA 14-50 plug standard with 
a 14-30 adapter sold separately.

Available on Amazon
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Lectron Portable Level 2 + NACS Adapter Bundle MSRP ~$389
MAX CURRENT
Up to 40 A (9.6 kW)

CONNECTOR
J1772 + included NACS adapter

CABLE
21 ft

WARRANTY
1 year

SMART FEATURES
None (LCD)

Best for: Road-trippers and renters who'll plug into a mix of J1772 and Tesla destination outlets.
Bundles the Lectron 40 A J1772 portable with a NACS-to-J1772 adapter so the same kit covers a Tesla Wall Connector, Tesla 
destination chargers, and any standard J1772 station.

Available on Amazon

Frequently asked questions

Can I leave a portable charger in the car all the time?
Yes — all five units in this guide are rated for the temperature range a parked EV will see in most of North America. Store 

it in the included bag so the connectors stay clean.

Will a 40 A portable trip a hotel or RV-park breaker?
It can if you plug into a 30 A pedestal at full amperage. Use a unit with selectable amps (e.g. Splitvolt or the Lectron LCD 

models) and dial it down to 24 A on a 30 A circuit, or 12 A on a 15 A wall outlet.

Do I still need a wall-mounted home charger?
Not always. A 40 A portable on a NEMA 14-50 outlet delivers about 9.6 kW — within a hair of a wall-mounted 48 A unit. The 

trade-offs are cable management, theft risk (less of a concern in a closed garage), and the lack of hardwired load-sharing 

if you add a second EV.

Will my portable work at a Tesla Supercharger?
No. Portables are AC chargers (Level 1 / Level 2). Superchargers are DC fast chargers and require a NACS connector built 

into the station — a portable can't be used at one.

About this guide

This guide aggregates publicly available specifications, manufacturer warranties, independent reviewer coverage, and EV 

owner community feedback. EV Digest does not endorse, recommend, or accept payment for editorial placement in guides 

like this one. "Best for" descriptions reflect typical buyer fit reported by reviewers, not an EV Digest endorsement.

Stay current on EV charging with the free EV Digest daily newsletter at evdigest.org.
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